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A MODEST PROPOSAL FOR A FAIR
TRADE EMOTIONAL LABOR ECONOMY
(CENTERED BY DISABLED, FEMME OF COLOR,
WORKING-CLASS/POOR GENIUS)

Femme: A person who has one of a million kinds of queer femme or
feminine genders. Part of a multiverse offemme-gendered people, who
have histories and communities in every culture since the dawn of time.
Often complicated remixes that break away from white, able-bodied,
upper-middle-class, cis femininity, remixing it to harken to fat or
working class or Black or brown or trans or non binary or disabled or
sex worker or other genders of femme to grant strength, vulnerability,
and power to the person embodying them.

The thing about being a working-class or poor and/or disabled and/or
parenting and/or Black, Indigenous, or brown femme is that people
are going to ask you to do stuff for them. Oh, are they ever.

They're going to ask you to listen, do a favor, do an errand, drop
everything to go buy them some cat food or crisis-counsel them.
Manage logistics, answer feelings emails, show up, empathize, build
and maintain relationships. Organize the childcare, the access support,
the food. Be screamed at, de-escalate, conflict resolute. They're going
to say, "Can I just pick your brain about something?" and then send
you a five-paragraph email full of pretty goddamn complex questions.
It'd be real nice if you could get back to them ASAP. They're going to
ask if you can email them your powerpoint and all your resources.
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