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The theological shifts during the Papal Reformation were farreaching. The focus of Christianity shifted from God the Father to
God the Son, from the resurrection to the crucifixion, from Paradise in this lifetime to salvation at the final judgment. The concept
of sin shifted from a state of alienation between humans and God
to a list of wrongful behaviors, desires or thoughts to be atoned for
by individuals.
The church emerged from this period with increased global
power, theological legitimacy and institutions of violence at its service, the magnitude of which are still difficult to grasp. The pope
became the most powerful and important person in Europe. But
even that understates what happened because the changes were so
institutionalized different popes could come and go and the system
remained.'

The Crusades
The Crusades, a long series of religious wars spanning a period of
600 years (io95 to 1699),4 have left a deep mark on Western thinking. At once political and religious (as when President G.W. Bush
referred to US aggression in the Middle East as a crusade) as well as
secular (for example, the Avon Foundation's Crusade against Breast
Cancer), the word still has a deep resonance.
Both romanticized and condemned during different historical periods, the European Crusades were a complex phenomenon.
During this boo-year period, there were any number of alliances,
wars, truces and even some periods of relative peace between the
European church; the Eastern Orthodox Church; various Muslim,
Arab and Turkish rulers; Italian city-states and secular European
rulers. All sides committed aggression and violence. The longer this
period went on, the more people in Europe solidified an identity
as part of a geopolitical/religious kingdom (Christendom) besieged
by a supposedly monolithic Islamic empire seeking to destroy them.
Commoners and leaders, knights and servants, farmers and
tradespeople—every section of European society and much of the
Muslim and Arab world as well were affected by the centuries-long
upheaval from constant mobilization and war.
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During this period, Muslims were not united, a primary reason
they lost control of Jerusalem. They did not border Latin Christendom, nor attack it, and there is little evidence that Eastern
Christians were under attack either. Islamic rulers were tolerant of
Christians in Muslim-controlled areas throughout the Mediterranean basin. The First Crusade was not a war of defense but an invasion to unite feuding Christians against a common enemy and to
seize territory?
These Crusades were an unending holy war because liberating
land and people from rulers who were not Christian had no boundaries. In this sense, the wars defined Christendom not as a geographic space with a boundary, but as an ideological concept of an
ever-expanding righteous force in the world.
Within this framework, Muslims were not convertible, but
could only be eliminated. There was only "one right, one faith, and
one law (un droit, une foi, une loi)'6 and Muslims were outside all
three. Therefore killing a Muslim was considered not homicide but
malicide (the killing of evil). The Crusades were a form of ethnic
cleansing (cleansing the pagan dirt—spurcitias paganorum)' and set
a precedent for the practice of ethnic cleansing for the next i,000
years.'
Previously, war had not been sanctioned with such explicitly
religious justification. War became not only justified, but actually
commanded by God—a religious duty and an opportunity to earn
salvation. Each crusader made a solemn vow to deliver (rescue) the
Holy Land from Muslim control.' Each warrior received a cross
from a religious representative and was referred to as a soldier of
the Church—a warrior of Christ (miles Christi).
Soldiers of the cross were granted spiritual indulgences, i.e., their
sins would be forgiven, since if they killed aJew, infidel or Saracen,
they were doing God's work in bringing about the Second Coming
and Day of Judgment. Pope Urban II guaranteed eternal salvation
to those who died in the struggle against the infidel; violence and
death in the name of God became a source of grace.1° Crusading
warriors were also given temporal privileges such as exemption
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from civil jurisdiction, cancellation of debts, freedom from taxes
and tolls and protection of their land and holdings. In addition,
they were given the right to claim property in perpetuity in areas
they conquered.
Previously Christianity observed a formal prohibition on killing,, shedding human blood. Now the prohibition shifted to condemning the shedding of Christian blood." A Christian's primary
responsibility was carrying out the will of God, and since God commanded holy war against the Other, individual Christians were absolved of any responsibility for their actions. When acting with holy
intention, as Martin Luther later wrote, "the hand which bears the
sword is as such no longer man's hand, but God's, and not man it
is, but God who hangs, breaks on the wheel, strangles and wages
war."12
Christians, because they held The Truth, were commanded to
force others to accept it. For example, a main target of the crusaders
and of popular mobs became the substantial Jewish communities
throughout Central and Eastern Europe encountered by the crusaders on their way to Jerusalem. As the soldiers swept east wearing crosses on their clothes, engaged in holy battle for Christ, they
challenged the Jews in the towns and villages they passed through
with a simple command, "Convert or die!' Many times they simply
killed all the Jews they encountered. At other times, they let the
few who converted live. Ten thousand Jews were murdered in the
very first months of the first Crusade in 1096, eliminating nearly
1/3 of Europe's Jewish population." Besides violence against Jews,
crusaders participated in many religiously organized atrocities
against women, children, the elderly and lepers. Violence was extolled at all levels of society including by Pope Urban II who called
for "the extirpation of the infidel rather than his conversion:'14
When the crusaders arrived in Jerusalem and finally succeeded
in taking the city (the only crusade ever to reach it), they promptly
killed nearly every non-Christian who hadn't been able to flee. Even
conversion was no longer a choice, The cross became a symbol of
terror for Muslims and Jews, and of pride and power for Christians.
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obedience only to God, were obliged to protect and rescue women,
children and civilization itself. Over time the enemy shifted identity, but was always identified with evil; there was no end to the
burden and responsibility of a Christian warrior. Just as God
would protect the knight, he would succeed in protecting the vu1nerable.'7
The violence of the Crusades soon turned into war against any
kind of difference. Inquisitions began during this period. Spain
was conquered from the Moors. The period of colonization began.
Christianity insinuated itself into the everyday beliefs and practices
of Europeans, rich and poor alike.

The Inquisitions
The European counterpart to the Crusades was a series of Inquisitions," holy wars against heretics, converted Jews and Muslims
and subsequently other marginalized groups suchas lepers, women
(witches), prostitutes and people committing homosexual acts. The
Inquisitions were designed to police the boundaries of legitimate
thought and behavior within Christian communities and within
the psyches of individual Christians.
Heresy derives from a Greek word meaning "choice!' It was defined in the early days of the Romanized church as a crime against
the empire"—any way of worshipping, behaving or even thinking
prohibited by religious decree. Heresy was the crime of disobedience to the church.
At the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215, the pope established
the Holy Office of Inquisition into Heretical Depravity» to root
out heresy and maintain the one true faith. Secular officials were
charged with exterminating heresy in their territories; anyone who
aided or defended a heretic (including family members) would
themselves be considered one. Those who engaged in military action against heretics were given the same privileges and indulgences
ascrusaders.21
The Inquisitions led to the development of what historian Ian
Moore has labeled "a persecuting society." Within a century or two,
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entire groups of people were considered heretical by their very existence.As Moore says:
For all imaginative purposes heretics, Jews and lepers were
interchangeable...through them the Devil was at work to
subvert the Christian order and bring the world to chaos."
The Inquisitions, like the Crusades, were a series of complex periods of terror. Also like the Crusades, they lasted approximately 600
years(1184 to 1834, although local inquisitors continued to be active
decades after that). During this time, Christian values were steadily
forced into the everyday fabric of people's lives.
The result was a new social ethos in which the primary dividing line was between real Christians and those who might claim to
be Christian but were actually agents of the devil. The Inquisitions
developed sophisticated techniques of investigation (torture) for
revealing heresy—and nearly any belief, thought or errant comment
could count—compelling ordinary people to monitor themselves,
and, increasingly, their neighbors. The Inquisition was not just a
far-reaching institution for guarding Christendom from those considered Other; it wasalso a process that, over time, forced people to
internalize the fear of being sinful and learn to monitor their private behavior. The results became visible in denunciations people
made of neighbors in the witch hunts. It also became manifest in
the harshness with which employers disciplined workers in newly
emerging capitalist factories, and in the increasingly puritanical and
obedience-focused discipline of parents.
The impact of the Inquisitions on Western civilization is often
minimized or even turned into a caricature. But the impact was
deep and lasting, including the use of torture such as waterboarding, public trials, pressure to turn in family and friends aswas done
in the US during the McCarthy hearings and elements of community surveillance such as those found in the USA Patriot Act.
To rebel against the church during these centuries was to question the legitimacy of the entire political, economic and religious
structure of medieval society. Suppression therefore required co-
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operation between church and state; the church hunted down and
prosecuted heretics, the state punished them, often by burning at
the stake. The church set up networks of secret police and courts: an
international web of inquisitors, interrogators, notaries, scriveners,
bookkeepers, security guards, spies and informers. As inquisitors,
"university graduates and especially men with doctorates in law and
theology were especially attractive candidates: '23
Every detail of proceedings was documented, copied, distributed
and filed, creating a massive bureaucracy and incredible database.
Instruments of torture were developed and continuously refined.
Both religious and secular authorities relied heavily on coerced
mass support. For example, husbands were required to testify
against wives, as were children against parents." "Even doubt was
heresy. The believer must have fixed and unwavering faith, and it
was the inquisitor's business to ascertain this condition of his [sic]
mind:'25
Orchestrated and enforced from above, the Inquisition became
a popular phenomenon with widespread participation. Crowds
of thousands would turn out for hangings, burnings, beheadings
and various forms of torture, much as crowds of white Christians
turned out for lynchings in the US centuries later. Many times,
mobs would apprehend people accused of heresy and murder them
on the spot, sometimes destroying entire communities of Jews.
Heretics andJewswere not the only groups to be attacked. Previously, same-gender sexuality had not been distinguished from other
forms of sexual behavior, nor was it stigmatized. The Third Lateran
Council of 1179passed the first major religious legislation to censor
homosexuality and to demand excommunication. From the i25os
onward in vast regions of Southern Europe, laws prescribing death
for such behavior, usually preceded by torture, dismemberment or
castration, were put in place by local secular and religious bodies.'
It was in Spain during the i4th and i5th centuries, because of
concern about the sincerity of Jewish and Muslim conversos, that
the church developeda theory of biological purity defining whowas
Christian. For example, Marcos Garcia preached in 1449 that:
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All converts who belong to the Jewish race or those who have
descended from it—that is, who were born as Jews, or are
sons, grandsons, great-grandsons, or great-great-grandsons
of Jews who were baptized including those [converts]
who descended newly and recently from that most evil and
damned stock, are presumed, according to the testimonies of
the Scriptures, to be infidels, and suspect of the faith. From
which follows that the vice of infidelity is not presumed to be
purged until the fourth generation."
The racialization ofjews and Muslims soon became legalized under
the concept of limpieza de sangre (blood purity)." Jews and Muslims were believed to be separate races than Christians. Even if they
converted, the church claimed the taint of their Jewishness or Muslimness took generations to become diluted and to disappear. The
policy of the Spanish crown eventually became the complete elimination of all Jews and Muslims, and even of Christians who had a
drop ofJewish or Moorish blood in their veins.
This theory of blood impurity/racial inferiority was subsequently used to justify the inferior treatment, murder and enslavement of Africans, indigenous peoples in the western hemisphere
and other Christian converts. For example, after Bacon's Rebellion
when Virginia decreed in 1667 that converted slaves could be kept
in bondage because they had heathen ancestry, the justification for
black servitude changed from religious status to a racialized one.29
By the end of the 15th century, the impetus for the original Papal
Inquisitions had waned since most rival Christian sects had been
exterminated. However, the Inquisition was revived in the mid-I6th
century to persecute a new enemy: Protestants. In response, various Protestant denominations initiated their own Inquisitions to
retaliate against Catholics and cleanse their communities of pagans,
unbelievers or anyone accused of dissent. Both Catholics and Protestants eventually extended these Inquisitions to their countries'
colonies.
Secular rulers in Western European countries such as England,
France, Germany also burned heretics, but without a formal inqui-
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sitional structure. For example, although there was never a formal
inquisition set up in England, Protestant sovereigns ordered capital punishment for Catholics. Conservative estimates indicate that
thousands of English and Irish Catholics were put to death—many
by being hanged, drawn and quartered—for practicing the Catholic faith and refusing to become Protestant. An even greater number were forced to flee the country for their safety. And in Calvin's
Geneva, Catholicism, adultery, blasphemy, idolatry and witchcraft
were all punishable by death.
All together, the sentencing, punishment and murder of heretics, was "one of the great spectacles of public life over several centuries of European history."" The message was clear, constant and
relentless: there is no escape from agreement with Christianity because the slightest doubt or disbelief will be rooted out. Just in case
people did not get the message, after a burning, the body would be
dragged throughout the town and the words shouted out, "Who
behaves thus shall perish thus:'"

Witch Hunts
During the latter part of the Inquisitions in Europe and the British
Isles, women were particularly targeted for elimination in what is
referred to as the Witchcraze or the Burning Times.
The stage was set in the early 14th century, when Pope Jean
XXII requested a priest to produce a guide for religious leaders.
The resulting book called for all clergy to wage a no-holds-barred
war against the alliance of women with the devil. It listed 102 vices
and evil acts that women committed, stating:
Women are "deceivers"., .they are "full of malice"... they "kill
their children".., some among them are "incorrigible"... Eve
began all this and thus was the "mother of sin." Since Eve,
women have been the "arm of the Devil:' They will do anything to seduce men, to engage them in sexual acts outside
of marriage. Women cast spells, use enchantments, impede
procreation, provoke sterility. They are the "ministers of
idolatry" and they use illicite sex in the worship of the Devil.
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Because of this the husband must always watch over his wife,
to keep her in good behaviour.'
The major period of witch-hunting in Europe lasted from about
1450, following the Council of Basel (1431-45), to 1700 —250
years—although trials continued through the mid-tath century.
A witch hunt required much official organization and administration and serious campaigns to be successful. The governments
of England, Scotland, Switzerland, France and the Netherlands all
passed legislation making the practice of witchcraft a capital crime.
Newly manufactured printing presses printed mass flyers about
witch trials and the sinful and dangerous deeds of witches. Artists,
lawyers, civil servants, theologians, politicians and even noted scientists participated in arousing the public against solitary, eccentric or
non-conforming women.
Anyone could make an accusation, and then authorities conducted the torture, ran the trials and guaranteed the resulting guilty
verdicts and punishment. The period of greatest persecution of
witches coincided with harsh economic times and increasing consolidation of power among an emerging capitalist class. This was
also a period of deepening encroachment of Christianity, both
Protestant and Catholic versions, into the life of rural Europeans.
In this time of great upheaval and devastating living conditions,
women were the core of peasant resistance, organizing to protect
traditional communal relationships. As rural men saw their livelihoods destroyed and communities affected by war, famine and
dramatic economic changes, their attention was diverted to look to
women as a danger. Rural men were given a slim piece of power and
control in their homes and neighborhoods as a pacification, enlisting their collaboration in efforts to completely restructure European life.
By associating familiar traditional practices with sin and the
devil, the church created the opportunity to police all aspects of
everyday life and discipline people accordingly. This undermined
communal solidarity. The witch-hunters were not interested in
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the behavior of individual women so much as weakening the roles
wotnen played in resisting consolidation of power in the new businessclass. The result was that women—like Jews, Muslims, pagans,
heretics and lepers earlier—were reconfirmed in the popular imagination as a demonized class, less than fully human.
During the period of intense witch hunts, prostitution wasmade
illegal, birth out of wedlock was outlawed, infanticide declared a
capital crime," and adultery could also be punished with death.
Female friendships and woman-to-woman relationships were condemnedas well," "Women were accused primarily by men, tried by
male juries, examined by male searchers, sentenced by male judges,
tortured by male jailers, burned to death by male executioners—
while being prayed over by male confessors:'"
The attempt by churches and ruling elites to control women's
bodies and solicit every man's complicity with this process was core
to this period. Male elites knew, as feminist theologian Rosemary
Radford Ruether wrote:
Central to patriarchal power from its foundations is the control over women's reproductive capacities. ... If women are
autonomous decision-makers about reproduction, then they,
not men, hold the key to life."
There is clear, recorded evidence of about 5 o,000 people, primarily women, executed as witches, with many records lost and entire
regions not yet examined. In Geneva,5ooaccused witches were executed in a single day in 1515; in Como, Italy, ',coo were killed in 1524.
In Germany, the i6th century saw witch burnings almost every day:
complete villages were, to use the contemporary phrase, cleansed of
women, girls and cats (cats were considered to be witches' companions). In just one Swiss canton, 3,375 victims were executed between
1591and1680.37 In 1586, only two women were reported left alive in
an entire Rhineland district."
Great numbers were tried and given lesser punishments. Those
acquitted often faced long-lasting stigma, impoverishment and ill
effects from the process, including injuries from torture. Countless
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others were killed in prisons, committed suicide or died during torture. In summary, it seems safe and very conservative to say that
hundreds of thousands were directly persecuted, at least tens of
thousands were executed, and millions of people across Europe had
been traumatized before the prosecution of witches subsided.
This period marked a significant decline in the power and status
of women both in Europe and its colonies." Women brought fewer
rape cases and led fewer protests," and their legal and economic
rights were curtailed. By the 17th century, ruling elites had reduced
women in most countries to the status of minors under the control
of fathers and husbands." At the same time, men cultivated a counter-stereotype to the witch: the passive, obedient, monogamous and
dependent girl or woman who needed a man, a shining knight, to
protect her.

The Protestant Reformation
In someways, the Protestant Reformation of the i6th and early 17th
centuries consolidated the process initiated by the Inquisitions. By
this time, religious authorities were no longer needed to monitor
individuals and communities. The Christian framework had been
internalized so deeply that people could monitor themselves and
each other. When that failed, the secular Christian state assumed
the authority to control and discipline them. During this period,
Christianity wove itself soseamlessly into European daily life it no
longer appeared that its values and practices were religious. The
Christian worldview became naturalized and hegemonic. The space
for alternatives became increasingly narrow, restricted and was constantly under attack.
Because overtly religious spheres diminished in importance and
Protestants were so strong on separating themselves from the excesses of the prior period of ecclesiastical power, there appeared to
be—and was portrayed to be—secularization, a process of enlightenment, a renaissance of reasonas juxtaposed to the previous emotionally excessive and showy religion of the Dark Ages, MiddleAges
or Medieval period."
But contrary to popular perceptions, this was not a period of
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enlightenment. Imperial conquest including genocide against Native peoples reached the far corners of the world, slavery was seen
as natural, witch burnings continued, gay people were persecuted,
outbreaks of anti-Semitism were routine, and the persecution and
wars waged by Christians against other Christians for heresy occurred on a massive scale.

Colonization:Crusades in the New World
By the end of the Middle Ages, crusade had come to refer to all wars
undertaken on God's behalf. Crusading—God commanding Christians to wage pre-emptive war—becamea controlling idea. Because
Others must be evil to oppose the will of God, the non-Christian
enemywas always deemed intractable and had to be exterminated
for the safety of the community. Any people judged barbarian, not
living by civilized (i.e., Christian) standards, were subject to colonization for the samereasons.
A series of papal bulls declared that Christian nations were free
in law and by divine approval to lay claim to what were called unoccupied lands (terra nullius) or lands belonging to so-called heathens
or pagans. The white Christian man's burden was to colonize in order to save every human being in the world.
Slavery was also divinely sanctioned in these statements. Again
the intertwined economic and religious motivation is clear. Slavery
would be of economic benefit to the colonizers, but this was justified by their responsibility to convert and thereby civilize the enslaved people, even if they happened to die in the process.
The Conquistadores, who went forth to discovernew lands, considered themselves to be soldiers of the cross on holy Crusades.
Vasco da Gama, Christopher Columbus and Hernan Cortez
all wore the cross on their breast, on their sails and, besides their
commercial goals, hoped to attack Islamic rulers from the rear by
circumnavigating Africa or reaching Asia. The popes strongly encouraged these expeditions»
Columbus's ships were named the Nina (baby Jesus), the Pinta
and the Santa Maria (holy Mary); he called the first two islands
he came upon San Salvador (holy savior) and Santa Maria de
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Concepcion (Saint Mary of the Virgin Birth). On every island, he
placed a tall cross "as a sign that the land belongs to your Highnesses and especially as a sign of Jesus Christ and the honor of
Christianity!'"
Rape of indigenous women was routine, practiced on a large
scale and religiously sanctified. For example, Cortez raped numerous women; often giving them to his commanders after he was
through with them. There was a special term the Spanish used to
describe this form of concubinage, barraganeria. To be given this
status, a woman had to be baptized before being raped." For example, when one chief offered his daughter, Malinnalli Tenepal (also
known as Malintzin or Malinche) to a Spanish commander in 15'8,
shewas promptly baptized and then raped—but her soul was presumably saved."
In 1513, King Ferdinand of Spain, in order to forestall criticisms
of the tremendous death toll of indigenous people, ordered the requerimiento (the requirement) drawn up: non-Christians had to be
offered the opportunity of conversion. The document specified:
If you do not do it then with the help of God I will undertake powerful action against you. I will make war on you
everywhere and in every way that I can. I will subject you
to the yoke and obedience of the church and of Their Highnesses. I will take you personally and your wives and children, and make slaves of you, and as such sell you off... and
I will take away your property and cause you all the evil and
harm I can."
The Spanish did not use the word conquer, much less invade. All
pronouncements and laws issued by the throne used discover and
pacify, even when referring to armed intervention.
Religious repression was even harsher for those indigenous
peoples who were able to organize serious resistance. Idols were destroyed, temples burned, and those who celebrated Native rites and
practiced sacrifices were punished by death; festivities such as banquets, songs and dances,as well as artistic and intellectual activities
(painting, sculpture, observations of stars, hieroglyphic writing)—
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all suspected of being inspired by the devil—were forbidden, and
those who took part in them mercilessly hunted down."
Through this long, violent period of consolidation of control
over much of Europe, Africa and the Americas, the rationale for
conquest slowly secularized. At first, people were attacked because they were not Christian. Then, they were attacked because
they were not reasonable, because any reasonable person would be
a Christian. Finally, they were attacked because they were not civilized, because any civilized society would embrace Christianity and
Christians' attempt to civilize them.
Protestants colonizers were no different than Catholic ones. For
example, the Puritan patent (charter) for land from the Massachusetts Bay Company stated explicitly:
The principal! Ende of this Plantacion is to Wynn and incite
the natives of [the] country, to the Knowledge and Obedience of the onlie true God and Savior of Mankind, and the
Christian Fayth."
Legislation passed in 1644 outlawed the practice of Native religion
and committed the entire colony to the missionary effort." Praying
towns were set up based on the reducción model developed by the
Catholics. In this program, Native converts were moved into villages run by the churches, completely separate from their families
and also cut off from Puritan communities. This was supposed to
provide the occupants with time to assimilate and adopt European
customs and beliefs without the contaminating effects of their Native communities and before they were fit to mingle with Christians. In general, these isolated settlements became little more than
impoverished slums or ghettos outside Puritan settlements. The reducción model eventually led to the devastating 19th-century system
of reservations and Christian-run boarding schools.

Missionaries Spreading the Word
The goal of the missions was the same as that of the Crusades and
the entire colonization process: the expansion of Christendom. In
fact, formerly missionary activity could only occur in lands pacified
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by armed intervention, because Christians found that people could
only be converted after they had been conquered."
The Spanish led the way in violent missionary activity, with the
British and French not far behind. Father Junipero Serra, walking
north from Mexico in step with the Spanish Army, established a
series of missions in which the military imprisoned Native Californians. So many starved or were worked to death, the priests continually complained they did not have enough workers to grow food.
Tens of thousands were killed as a result of this military/church
alliance, with entire Native peoples and cultures exterminated. "The
Native American population of coastal California was reduced by
some go% during seventy years under the sole proprietorship of
Serra's mission system!'"
Today, Father Serra, who referred to Native Californians as savages," is in the process of being canonized as a saint by the Catholic
Church. Even though Serra also collaborated with the Inquisition
and at one time was an inquisitor himself, on September 26, 1988,
Pope John Paul II beatified him saying he was,"a shining example of
Christian virtue and the missionary spirit!'"
In 1883, with most Native resistance broken by devastating losses
of land and people, missionaries used their influence to support the
Religious Crimes Codes, US federal legislation establishing Christianity as Indian people's official religion." Protestant and some
Catholic churches continued the destruction of Native peoples by
participating in the Indian boarding school program. Funded by the
US government to convert and pacify the remaining Native American population and working closely with the military, churches set
up year-round boarding schools in which kidnapped Indian children were kept for years. Sexual assault and physical brutality were
widespread. Many died of starvation. None were allowed to speak
their Native language, contact family or relatives, and all were forced
to adapt Western dress and customs. Most labored for the schools
without pay and were not in any way educated for post-school employment except as farm laborers and domestic workers for white
families.
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In the words of the founder of the Carlisle Indian School, Richard Pratt, the intent of the churches was to "kill the Indian, to save
the man7 and literally millions died in the process." The last mission schools were only closed in the 196OS,having lasted 125 years
and affected five generations of Native Americans,

Manifest Destiny
Manifest destiny underlay the entire colonization process. When
Pope Urban II launched the first Crusade to inspire Christians to
conquer Jerusalem, a land settled and ruled by Muslims for hundreds of years, his battle cry was "God wills this!" (Deus hoc vult!).57
As Christians remodeled a theological edifice built on Jewish foundations, they adapted the concept of the Chosen People for themselves and claimed the Promised Land to be anywhere they settled.
When the Puritans invaded North America, they claimed to
be the new Israelites arriving in the Promised Land under God's
special provenance."'" This sense of divine mission was reflected
in every aspect of their lives. For example, Godspeed was the name
of the English ship that carried some of the first colonizers to
Jamestown.60
Yet some colonists did not agree with the destruction of Native
Americans or with the theocracies established in the early settlements. Roger Williams, for example, protested the religious rule
and treatment of Native peoples and was banished from Boston
and later from Salem. He eventually helped to establish Rhode Island as a non-theocratic colony. Anne Hutchinson also protested
the theocratic nature of the colony and had to flee.
Still, Manifest Destiny prevailed. The US Homestead Act of
186a continued and quickened the long-term appropriation of indigenous land and its distribution to white Christian settlers. The
Act, which continued in force until 1976, distributed 270,000,000
acres— about 10% of the land in the US." This Native American
land was given for free, in i60-acre allotments, to any white person
who built a house, fence and well on the land and tilled at least 10
acres of it. Legally open to anyone who filed the papers and made
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the required improvements, few white women, free blacks, Jews or
others who were not white Christian men were actually allowed to
gain homestead status."
The term Manifest Destiny was revived in the 189os as a justification for US international expansion. By the end of the 19th century,
most white Christians in the US held the commonsense belief that
their country had a mandate from God to spread Christianity not
only over remaining unclaimed Native American lands, but also
anywhere in the world not already Christian-controlled. And most
felt, in addition, those conquered would be better off because of US
intervention.

Slaveryand Its Legacy
Slavery in the abstract and slavery in the US specifically was so
widely accepted by Christian institutions, and so deeply intertwined with the economic interests of all whites in every part of the
US, that for a long time it was dangerous to challenge. Few white
Christians did so.
Many abolitionists used Christian texts to decry slavery, but
they were countered by other texts sanctioning it, mostly written by
ministers who, by one estimate, wrote nearly half of all pro-slavery
tracts published in the US.' Christian denominations, with only a
few exceptions, supported slavery or claimed to be neutral.
Christianity blessed slavery at every step of the trade. For example, in present-day Ghana, a small church for baptizing Africans before they were taken onto ships was situated above Elmina
Castle's slave pens. Many of the ships had names such asJesus, Good
Ship Jesus, Angel, Grace of God," Christ the Redeemer, Blessed,John
Evangelist, The Lord Our Savior and Trinity." In the early days of
the slave trade, the Portuguese branded every woman on her right
arm with a cross." As Frederick Douglas so concisely explained:
Revivals of religion and revivals in the slave-trade go hand in
hand together. The slave prison and the church stand near
each other. The clanking of fetters and the rattling of chains
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in the prison, and the pious psalm and solemn prayer in the
church, may be heard at the same time. The dealer in the
bodies and souls of men... gives his blood-stained gold to
support the pulpit, and the pulpit, in return, covers his infernal business with the garb of Christianity.67
Before the US Civil War, many whites focused their attention
on the behavior of individual slave owners. Were they acting in
a Christian way? Were they kind-hearted or cruel and heartless?
Northerners, many of whom owned slaves themselves, were easily
won over by (mostly false and largely irrelevant) arguments against
abolition based on how kindly and therefore Christian the owners
were, based on how well they cared for their slaves.
Eventually more Christians, including some denominations
as a whole, joined the struggle against slavery. But even today, the
lack of acknowledgment of and reparations for slavery continues
to plague US society and the integrity of dominant Christianity.
While slavery ended as a legal system after the Civil War, the enslavement of African-Americans in the US continued by another
name, Jim Crow: a system of legal, social and economic bondage
violently enforced, most notoriously by chain gangs, white race riots
and lynching.
Rather than being incidents of spontaneous violence carried
out by small groups of people, lynchings were often deliberate,
organized, public Christian spectacles lasting days or even weeks.
Flyers were printed, newspapers advertised them, and thousands
attended, bringing families and friends, picnic food, cameras and
buying memorabilia and souvenirs. Businesses closed down, public
officials were present, and local police kept order. A lynching might
include various kinds of torture before hanging, including castration, branding, eye gouging, cutting off of arms and legs and burning alive; this was all considered family entertainment's
Lynchings, as well as the white riots that murdered AfricanAmericans and destroyed their houses and businesses (especially
when they thrived), were a form of collective terrorism occurring
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periodically throughout the US. Just like witch burnings and
Christian riots against Jews centuries earlier, they served to bond
white communities to white Christian supremacy, reminding them
as well what might happen if they protested its norms.

The Jewish Holocaust
There was no Nazi atrocity—concentration camps, wholesale maiming and murder, defilement of women or ghastly
blasphemy of childhood—which the Christian civilization of
Europe had not long been practicing against colored folk in
all parts of the world in the name of and for the defense of a
Superior Race born to rule the world."
The Germans' attempted extermination of the Jews grew from the
same history of sacred violence marking our culture. Martin Luther,
widely respected as a foundational Protestant theologian, suggested
in "Against the Jews and Their Lies" that "Germans burn Jewish
houses and synagogues, ban their rabbis under pain of death, withdraw Jewish safe-conduct on the highways, prohibit usury, institute
manual labor for young Jews, and finally, confiscate their wealth and
expel them from Germany.'
Hitler was widely seen as completing the anti-Jewish project initiated by Luther." Hitler indeed saw himself (and was viewed by
many Christians) as the Messiah, the savior and redeemer destined
to save Christendom from the Satanic designs ofJews and others."
He wrote in Mein Kampf," I believe that I am acting in accordance
with the will of the Almighty Creator: by defending myself against
the Jew, I am fighting for the work of the Lord!"73 As Jewish theologian Susannah Heschel described it, even:
While seeking to undermine the political power and moral
authority of the church, Nazism simultaneously appropriated key elements of Christian theology into its own ideology...to give its own message a coherence and resonance
with the age-old Christian teachings that had shaped European culture,"
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Christians had always seen Jews as a special problem because their
rejection ofJesus as savior was considered heresy, a disconfirmation
of Christianity. In addition, deeply woven into the core of the Gospels is blame to Jews for the death of Jesus. A Christian may never
have met a Jew or know anything about Judaism, but they will probably know that Jews killed Jesus.
These beliefs run so deep that in 1948, three years after the Holocaust had ended, the German Lutheran Church met in Darmstadt and proclaimed the Holocaust a divine punishment, and
called upon the Jews to halt their rejection and ongoing crucifixion
of Christ."
But Nazism was not simply an anti-Jewish movement. The
German state and the men who ran it took centuries of Christian
experience in war, torture and genocide, collected many of the traditional marginalized Others and set up an international system
to systematically exterminate Jews, Roma, people with disabilities,
gays, people with mental problems and all those anathema to the
national ideology. Their agenda was to complete the work dominant
Christianity had laid out in 380CE by purifying the state of all those
who were not true, orthodox believers.
What is the legacy of the Crusades, inquisitions, witch hunts,
colonization, anti-Jewish and anti-Muslim violence? The next part
examines how Christian hegemony continues to operate through
our institutions and public policy, affecting each of us on a daily
basis.
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