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"Our racism is ased fo keep us all down. We are encouraged o believe that we have
great advantages fo defend and that we must defend ourselves against poor blacks who
are oat fo take these advantages away from us.”

People have roised some sarious questions about the article on busing
in our last Issue. We welcome the criticism. We know thot we can't grow
unless we discuss differences and misunderstandings openly, and unless
people help us to form our ideos and improve our work. None of us can
shope our tives according to our real needs unless we trust eoch other
enough to do it together. '

Your response encourages us to continue presenting our views and try-
ing o relate to the criticisms that come out of your real experierce. A
people's newspoper needs the full participotion of ofl the people.

“All Power to the People® means " All Power from the Peoplel®

Doss White Lighining Fally Sapport The Right
OF The Black Parents To Bus Their Children?

Yes, we do, Many black people feel that the only way their children
con get o decent education is by attending white schools. If this is their
decision we defend their right to act on it. i

Black people have given support to busing because they have noted
that predominantly white schools ususlly hove ot least stightly better
focilities, better teachers, and send more students on to college. Many
black people huve given their support to busing ofter fighting long and
hard- -although unsuccessfully~-for better schools in their own neighbor-
hoods. They've organized to improve their own schools, only to be frus-
troted by predominantly white school boards which cared litte obout
what hoppened in the black community. These struggles led mony black
people to ses busing as the only hope for better schools.

Who Backs Busing?

Many of those who push busing, however, are not representative of the
black or the white communities involved. This is true of white liberals
who represent business Interests and live in the suburbs. They themselves
rever have to face the busing isue. They push busing as something for
poor blacks ond poor whites to do, not as something that will involve
their own alite ssburban schools, They push busing betaose ¥ serves 167
keep poor whites and blacks fighting each other while doing nothing to
give them real control over thelr education,

Another prime mover behind busing has been the NAACP. This organ~
fzation primarily represants black liberel opinion, and has always argued
for integration os the solution to black people's problems in the U.S..
Busing is usually defended by the NAACP on the grounds that it will lead
to higher reading scores, mors college admissions, and better jobs. lnso-
far as the white community is better organized dnd politically more -
active, it may be true that white schools get @ better shake and white
students stand o better chance, But then the question is whether integ-
ration or the development of their own political power is the road fo
better schooling for blacks.

In MNew York, for example, many blacks and other third world people
have seen busing us a sham solution ond instead have devoted their aner-
gies fo winning community contiol of schools. Where community control
hos been successful, it has led to better schools, more third world
teachers being employed, and o genuine sense of community involvement
in the schools. This is precisely why it Is under attack in NYC right now,

We do not see school integration os any kind of real solution to the
education problem. But we fully support the right of third world com-
munities to decide for themselves what Is in the best interest of their

children,
Does White Lightning See Any Difference
Betwsen Poor White And Poor Black Neighborhoods?

Yes, we do. Unemployment is twice os high among blacks ot among
whites, Black life expectancy Is much lower, while infant mortality is
much higher. And it wos no accident thet combot denths among blacks
in Vietnam were double those of whites, The ratio  of blacks to whites
in prison tells the some story, o story thet extends Into all areas of life.
As we demonstrated in our fast issue, bod os the schools in Seuth Bosten
are, the schools in black Roxbury ore wome. This holds true across the
board: sanitation, trensportation, police, and health services.

Service For The Poor

Public sanitarion, which is Jousy in any poor neighborhood, practi-
ootly-doesn't exist In block orags, The trash is ollowed to colieet in
straats, allays, and bollways, broeding rofs, roaches and disesse. Con~
ditinns became s despacate sight hare in MY o few yeuns ago that i
£ ? ne
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As any New Yorker knows, mass transit stinks everywhere. However,
the worst equipment, the oldest vehicles, the most irregular schedules
ond routes ore always reserved for the poorest neighborhoods, which of
course turn out fo be black. On top of thot, poor whites ot least have
the option of taking o cab {which they con't really offerd) in emergen~
cies. Black people inmany coses don't have this choice because cobbies
often avoid the ghetto and puss up black people on the streat,

Cops are brutal ond arrogant in ofl poor reighborhoods. in fact, o few
yeors age, whites in South Boston rioted offer o white youth was beaten
to death in o poddy wogon. But in block communities like Watts, Detroit,
Newark, Haorlem, and Washingten, where police are an occuppying army,
the riots were much more extensive and were put down with murderous
brutality almost never experienced in white communities,

PFublic bealth services in poor black oreas ate o disaster. People com-
ing in for emergency reatment are hraoted os if there were no emergency,
o5 if it mode no difference whether they lived or died. Equipment is out-
moded, hospitals and clinics are undenstaffed, preventive medicine is
ignored, medical historles are not taken, doctors are brutal and indif-
‘ferent. The atmosphere is more like o slaughterhouse than o hospital,

The Condition OF Poor Neighborhoods

What gbout the communities themselves? Blacks are tropped in their
own neighborhoods, not only by poverty, but even more by the hestility
and fears of whites who don’t want "them” moving in. Landlords and
merchants exploit this condition by meximizing rents and minimizing
services. Wt is these lundlords and merchonts and their gread for profits
who fuel the racial fears of poor whites in order to crecte divisions and
to blockbust, Once they create the desperate trap which is the black
ghetto, londlords turn apartment houses into rooming houses, double
rents and neglect repairs. Since most ghetto landlords are absentee lond-
tords who hide behind o maze of agencies, brokers, dummy comorctions,
and legal technicalities, tenants find it almost impossible to confront them,
much less correct substandard 1lving conditions’. ) ‘

. Merchonts play the same game « Supermarket:chains oftel remove ifdle”
produce and tpu?fed meat from wealthy neighborboods, ond plaoce them

in ghetto outlets of even higher prices. Inflated prices ore charged for

poor Imitations of "high fashion" clothing and current model applicncss.,
Like doctors and landlords, merchants are suspicious and arrogunt when
deafing with ghetio customers. Hord working blacks ore treuted like

thieves and deadbeats by the very people who are exploiting them. The
ghetto Is hell for those who liveinit, and a goldmine for those who own it.

White working cluss communities often reflect a higher degree of pol-
itical and sconamic power. Whites belong to established churches, pol-
itical cluts, unfons, socic! and ethinic groups which have some clout
when dealing with those in control. This power, no matter how small,

- prevents landlords, merchants and municipal services from exploiting

the white community to the degree that they exploit the ghetto.

On the job, union membership and controcts with senlority clouses
mean thot whites are the first hired and the last fired. With very few
exceptions, bladks have no such protection. In the current economic
crisls, this can be g life-or-death difference.

Racism And The 'Big Lie”

The besic facts ore clear. Blacks are even more opprassed than poor
whites: on the Job, in the community, in the courfs, in the army, in
every aspect of their lives. This dees not mean that work ing class whites
profit from the misery of black people, even though we are tought to
believe it by those who really do profit from racism. it does meon, how-
ever, that our racism is used o keep us all down and divided. Poor
whites are fricked into believing that we have advantages to defend,
and that we must defend ourselves against poor blocks who are out to
take them away from us. This trickery which bombards us from ol} sides--
schools, medla, churches, labor organizations, politicions, local gossip
inflamed by londiords--all serves as the basis for much of our rocism, The
very organizations that add o drop of stubility and weli~being to our com-
munities end up crippling us by cutting us off from those who shore our
oppression ond whe we need to overcome our comman slavety.

It is no secret thot meny poor whites hote ond fear poor blacks. itls
no secret that by this time, ofter years of suffering that hosttitty, mony
biaeks have come to hate and feor poor whites, Whites have besn brain-
washed info belfeving that they have to protect whot little fhey have
from the “asssalts® of blocks. Blocks have been lod to believe that it Is
poor whites who stand betwean them ord o decent 1¥s. This is the “Blg
Lie® which serves to weaken and snslave oll working people in America.
e com we gvarcoms 167 This Is the bosic guestion that we n Wiite
5 Lo buomsn bow crbacd. This ' the suestion thut we will try fo deal




